
 

 

Laura Moss appointed to McLean Chair in Canadian Studies at UBC - Vancouver 

Professor Laura Moss has been appointed as the Brenda and David McLean Chair in Canadian 

Studies at the University of British Columbia for 2019-2021. 

Dr. Moss is Professor of English in the Department of English Language and Literatures at UBC. She is a 

specialist in Canadian literature, postcolonial theory, and African literatures. In addition to her five edited 

books on postcolonialism and Canadian writing, Moss has published articles on the work of M.G. 

Vassanji, Salman Rushdie, Zadie Smith, Margaret Atwood, Chinua Achebe, Rohinton Mistry, and Antje 

Krog, among others, and has recently written on literary pedagogy, narrative competence, public arts 

policy in Canada, and public memorials.  Her research has been supported by SSHRC, Killam, and UBC. 

 

Laura Moss served as the Academic Convenor for Congress 2019, the annual Congress of the Social 

Sciences and Humanities that was held at UBC from June 1-7, 2019. She has been editor of the 

journal Canadian Literature since 2015 and a contributing editor to the Canlitguides.ca project from 

2011-2018. She also served as Chair of the UBC Canadian Studies Program and the Director of the 

International Canadian Studies Centre from 2008-2011. 

 

Professor Moss’ current work concerns the intersections of public policy and the history of arts culture in 

Canada, including, among other things, the history of environmental policies and artistic responses to 

current environmental crises. In her McLean Lectures, she will discuss the relationship between Canadian 

art, literature, and increasing concerns about the global environmental emergency. Contemporary artists 

often look at the effects of human interaction, resource extraction, and economic exploitation on Canadian 

land and waters as they speculate on the effects of the tar sands on global warming, the relationships 

between Indigenous land claims and strip mining, the impacts of oil transportation on British Columbian 

riverbeds, the accumulation of plastic waste in the oceans, or the consequences of the genetic 

modification of crop plants on prairie ecosystems. In the McLean lectures, Moss will consider scholarship 

in the humanities and social sciences about environmental issues alongside literary, film, and artistic 

engagements that warn about contemporary social and cultural impacts of exploitative practices on the 

land and water.  

Laura Moss brings a powerful and persuasive voice to debates about art, activism, and environmental 

protection. As the McLean Chair, she will teach the senior seminar in Canadian Studies (CDST 450). 


